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HABITATS FROM HUMANITY

Spanish River students
provide artificial reefs

By MERLE AUGLISTIN
SCalf Wil

EOCA RATOM — A zand pereh moved in and
othereurious fish nosed arpund as 45 bl low eon-
erate “recf balls” were slowly lowered into the
soean Tuesday alf (he northern Beaches of Bocs
Raton.

The artificial reef structures — which resemble
huge hollow wasp nests o ehild-size igloas with
gravelly exteriors — were s nbled during =
yearlong projecl by seven seniors al Spanish Riv
or High in Boea Ratan,

“I'wanted to do something for the aoean,” gaid
Kathy Dunsg, 19, EaEticipaled in the progr:
i 19%5 and iz now @ sophomore g0 the Universi
af Flerida.

Workers lewer one of
cement neef balls from
ints the Infracozstal i
Hoton om Tuesday, Spe
River High Schzol in B
Fadon began offering 3
elective in ardificial ree
construction in 1996,

S

phatsHILDE M PER)

vears, said Todd
president of the g
Baged Reel Ball Drew
Group and Founds
inventor af the balfs.

"These structures
ulated By baraneles,
algae" caid Alex T
fiarinG ecology prot
Florida Atlamtic Ur

Dunag watehed with nine other studenls es a2 Park Fish use them as & home base, shelter o;
barge lowered the resf structures, AR awarcness of the environment neads ¢ the small organizms.”
1500 pounds, 27 feet o the ocean Mo amd it starts in small projects like Barber"s organization provides the fj
Sevaral st said maolds, instrictiens on how to make the b
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sidrkeling g waler to vement domes arc expected to become
check on the 1 mile off Bed Heef to o5 pounds of marvine e and bazt 50 PLUEASE SEE REEF F5R
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