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EEELAL T FOG A RATOR NEWS
In only it =ecomd vear of existence,
Wen Weemhoffs hanors level biola-
v clazs at Spanish River High
Schoal has received statewide and
now national recognition,
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{';;j TBS, Turmer Broadeasting Systern, -
el s ffilming the pracess of building and
' deploving the reef balls, cement hahi-
tats for fish, as @ part of & series enti-
N thed “Ocean Issues ™ which will air in
Y late summer or early fall.
& Wormhotil's class, Ressarch IT and
o) I Artificial Reef Construction and
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| Deplovment, sathered M onday morn=

' ing, carcfully remeving pins and

| - scrows, breaking away the molding,

| then letting the sir out of buovs thal

create the holes for fish toswim

| through.

| It wias the cighth dme these students

| had condueted this proceds, but the
firse time they had done it on camera,

I *This is just asmall part of 8 misch

I larger process that you are spelng

here,” Weemb off said,

Befors the process could begin, they
had tor oktain a state artificial reef slic
permit, The students helped obtain
these permits after a site survey was
done, which reguires cortain criteria
be: et

= —

“There miust be no ifc and there has
to be bard bidtomm eovered with loose
sediment,” Weemheff said.

Last year, Weemboffs class built 12
reet balls and sent them fo the bottom
of the oeean at Mar-a-Lagn in Palm
Eeach,

“Lazt vear, the permit to deop them
off Boca Raton had not come through

o ¥et now we have i Weembhoff said.

According to Weemboff, Bl Nifio
and the weather his slowed them this
wear, but the geal is o drop 50 reef
balls into 30 feet of water off Palmetto
Park Road, where they should sink ¢ -

~to 12 inches to the hard bottom.

The reef balls are scheduled o be

Raton coast theweek of May 12,7

Spanish River High Sehool students
John Esteves, 17, and Steve Barmes,

18, joined Weemhoff in chiseling away
Exess cement (o loosen the mold sur-
rounding the reef hall, a3 other sto-
dents shoveled away the sand that held
the cement at the baseof the mold,

Still athers stood ready to replace
the pins and bisoys to prepare the balls
for the next molding,

The national coverage and camera
crews were o minor pact of the exgite-
et for these kids,

*Thiz sn't the whole class. The other
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T percent of the class is wriling granc
proposals, doing fund raiking and vol-

-unteer work, and we also each have

seience falr projects we do,” said
Adicia Grassman, a 17-year-old senior
at Spanish Rives o a0

Last year, the class raised $10,000 for

the project. . AT
“This vear we have 52,00 =0 far

from a national award that is given to: :

80 teachers, one'per state, witli
$30,000 additional; we are eligible for
as much as $27,000 of that '
Weenhoff said: 200000,

This project has many local and
slate sponsora Fhe mbldswere sup-
“nrporation, into which Rinker
Cement pours surphiccement from
their other projetts.

Other sponsoss inchide The Junior

, Leagmie of BocaRaten L eaders In

Future Education (LIFE Foundation},
the Force E dive shops and Caprain
Planet, whose abbreviation, CAPT
PLANT, is engraved in the side of
each reef ball.

“We don't have any expectations
fram this being on nadonal television,
bl it's exciting for the Kids and their
parents, and any tome people are
muade aware environmentally is good "
Weembhoff said. 0 7 ;
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http://www.artificia reefs.org/Articles/Article%20Scans/bocaratonnewsmarch101998.gif

W e A A .

2/5/2007



