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From the Feb 20, 2003 issue of The Star
> More Than 60 Reefs in Five Years and Still Going

D> - ==

>

> by Tim Croft

> 1t is an entirely volunteer organi zation, conprised of weekend angl ers who
> devote considerable tinme and resources to a sinple m ssion

>

> And | ast week the Mexico Beach Artificial Reef Association deployed reef
No.

> 65 since its inception a little nore than five years ago.

>

> That's the equival ent of nore than 12 reefs per year

>

> Not too shabby for an organization without a full-tinme enployee, without a
> full-time fundraiser, that depends on the goodwi || and generosity of

ot hers

> to stay afloat.

>

> "(The 65 reefs) are trenendous,"” said Charlene Neel, the MBARA treasurer
> "|t's totally volunteer and it's usually only about four or five people at
a

> time doing this. W really have done a lot."

>

> Which is sonething of a fish tale in reverse

>

> The |l atest reef consists of sone 100 reef balls, the concrete
configurations

> that resenbl e huge mounds of Swiss cheese or a Wffle ball sliced through
> the mddle.

>

> Each wei ghing 2,000-3, 000 pounds, the balls cost $300 each

>

> Al 100 went into one reef in the Car Body permt area. The location's

> coordi nates are 29N 53. 628, 85W 32.634. Using Loran, the location is

14109.5

> and 46843. 5.

>

> The reef balls were piled one on top of another, producing a |arge reef
some

> 8-9 feet high on the bottomof the Gulf of Mexico.

>

> MBARA fol ks have found piling the reef balls together rather than
spreadi ng

> them out over a larger area is a nmore effective nmethod of attracting the

bi gger fish, such as grouper

"We've found if they are spread out the holes (in the reef balls) aren't
| arge enough for the bigger fish to swimthrough," Neel said. "Piling them
on gives the large fish nore structure” in which to inhabit and thrive.

The fish, Neel added, will start appearing "pretty quickly" at the new
eef,
within two to three nonths.

The | atest reef was funded in part with a $15,000 grant fromthe Fish

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
r
>
>
>
> Anerica Foundation, through a joint venture with the National Oceanic and
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> At nospheric Admi nistration.

>

> Noting that nmore than 1 million full-tine jobs and $108 billion of the

> Anerican economy depends on sportsfishing, the Fish Anerica Foundation
seeks

> to provide funding for "local hands-on projects to enhance fish
popul ati ons,

> water quality and applied fishing research in North Anerica," according to
the organi zation's Website.

Based on Al exandria, Va., the non-profit founded in 1983 has funded nore
than $5 mllion in projects throughout the country.

The grant from Fish Anerica required a |ocal nmatch of $15, 000, which the
MBARA culled fromits bank account, which is sustained through |oca
fund-raising efforts.

It is the way the organi zation nust often do business, constantly trolling
for partners such as Fish America or the Northwest Florida |Inprovenent
Foundati on, which provided a $10, 000 grant toward the MBARA's | ast reef
depl oynment of steel cylinders from Snurfit-Stone in Panama City.

The 100 reef balls and the barge used in | ast week's deploynment cane from
Coastal Reef Builders Inc., out of Pensacola, another valued partner for

t he

> MBARA.

>

> \Whil e the past successes are clear as the crystalline waters of the bay,

t he
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> future, hinging on fund-raising, is always somewhat nurkier for the NMBARA.
>

> The group is working on receiving state and federal approval for a new

> permt area farther out into the gulf, sifting through the red tape and

> | eapi ng through the many governnment hoops to secure those permts.

>

> And this, keep in mnd, is entirely done through volunteer effort.

>

> Meanwhil e, an opportunity to obtain scrap materials fromthe Port St. Joe

> paper m Il has apparently gone by the waysi de because of MBARA's | ack of

> funds.

>

> "We just don't have the funds," Neel said. "To continue to do this we need
> donations and support for the organization.”

>

> That such a plea has to be nade at all seenms downright shocking given the

> tangi bl e di vidends of the organization's work.

>

> According to a 1998 study by two Florida State University professors and a
> NOAA econom st, the annual econoni c inpact for reef systens in Bay County

is

> more than $11 million

>

> |n the five-county area from Pensacola to Mexi co Beach, the econonic

i mpact

> during the 20-year life span of a typical reef was estimated at $656

> mllion, conpared to an overall investment of but $5 nmillion

>

> Using various econom ¢ nodel s that exani ne travel expenses and other costs
> expended during the 1,684 mllion days fishernen spend each year at reefs
in
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> the five-county area, the inpact in dollars during the 20-year |ife span
of

> a reef is anywhere from $801 million to $1.68 billion

>

> Therefore, for every dollar spent on reef systens, the return ranges from
> $131 to $234.

http://www.artificialreefs.org/ArticlessMEXI COBEA CHSTAR22003.txt 2/4/2007



