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Charlotte Harbor NEP’s Signing Ceremony: Management Plan Endorsed

With more than 200 citizens, elected
officials, resource managers, and
commercial and recreational resource us-
ers present, the Charlotte Harbor National
Estuary Program’ s Comprehensive Conser -
vation and Management Plan wasendorsed
by members of its Management Conference.

The Plan began in 1995 when Charlotte
Harbor was recognized as an “estuary of
national significance” and was accepted
into the National Estuary Program. Thesign-

ing ceremony, held on April 13 at the
Bayfront Center in PuntaGorda, cel ebrated
the compl etion of the management plan and
the beginning of action to restore and pro-
tect the estuary and its 4,400 square mile
watershed. The Plan uses a cooperative de-
cision-making process to address diverse
resource management concerns.

Comments from the people who spoke at
the ceremony are provided in theright col-
umn.
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Committing To Our Future by endorsing the program’ s management plan on behalf of cities, coun-
ties, agencies, and industry from throughout the seven countiesin the Charlotte Harbor watershed are
SEATED, LEFT TO RIGHT: Jim Sampson, Don Ross, Commissioner Pat Glass, Director Tiffany Lutterman,
and Robert Tewis. Stanbing, L To R Charles Gauthier, Robert Kollinger, Commissioner Adam
Cummings, sign, Gary Oden, Connie Jarvis, Cal Adams, Bo Crum, Richard Cantrell, Commissioner
John Albion, Tomma Barnes, Jim Beever, Commissioner Shannon Staub, Ed Higby, and Steve
Fabian. Top row, L To Rt Medard Kopczynski, Wayne Daltry, Steve Brown, and Doug L eonard.
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Charlotte Harbor NEP helpsfulfill the
preservation of the harbor that began
when the state purchased the mangrove
shoreline from General Development
Corporation and othersin the 1970s.”
— Rick Cantrell, Director, Florida
Department of Environmental Protection’s
Fort Myers Service Office
(11
t hasbeen areal privilegeto bea part
of this coming together of all the communi-
ties throughout the Peace River Basin with
the purpose of assuring a healthy ecology
toturnover to our children sothey can
enjoy the same wonder s that are the reason
we call Floridahome.”
— Honorable Adam Cummings,
Charlotte County Commissioner

. Terrific signing ceremony —atribute
to the program staff, Management Confer-
ence committee members, and other
volunteers who have worked so hard.
— Bo Crum, Section Chief,

U.S. EPA Region4

. The Charlotte NEP’sCCMP isour best
effort to manage environmental quality in
the entire Peace Basin.”

— Don Ross, Member, Southwest Florida
Water Management District’s
Peace River Basin Board

(11
The signing ceremony capped a time
for developing relationships and under-
standing between the coastal residentsand
those of uswho livefar up the Peace River.
We believe that the Peaceisalifeline
between us. And, we are committed to its
healthy future.”
— Doug L eonard, Executive Director,
Central Florida Regional Planning Council



Director Update

by Bo Crum, Chair, Charlotte Harbor NEP Management Committee

e process to select a new Director for the Charlotte Harbor
T:|ati onal Estuary Program isover. The Management Committee
created a Sel ection Committee made up of the following volunteers:
Al Cheatham, Bo Crum, Wayne Daltry, Andy Mager, Misty Nabers,
Robert Tewis, and Chuck Walter. This committee met on June 16 to

We are pleased to announce. ..

screen the applications that were qualified from the original 28 that

were received. The Committee selected six applicants to be inter-
viewed for the position. Oneapplicant withdrew; therefore, the Policy
Committee interviewed five during their meeting in Venice, Florida,

onJune9.

obert W. Rudolph has accepted the position of Director
of the Charlotte Harbor NEP.

Mr. Rudolphiscurrently the Natural Resources Coordinator for
the Galveston Bay Estuary Program. Prior to this position he
held various coastal planning, management and research posi-
tionsin Saipan and in the United States, mostly in the northeast.

“My work experiences have covered the gamut of issues in-
volving natural resources management, and has allowed me to
work with awide range of professionals and the general public

in addressing issues of concern particular to the coastal environ-
ment,” Mr. Rudolph wrote in his cover letter.

On behalf of the Management Conference, | would like to thank the

NEP staff, especially Patti Armbruster, and the Selection Committee

volunteersfor their hard work.

Caloosahatchee Riverwatch Public Forum 2000—June 19

public forum will be held to help
citizens learn more about water man-
agementissuesin Southwest Floridaandto
air citizen’ sopinionsand concernsregard-
ing the health of the Cal oosahatcheeRiver
and the policiesof the South FloridaWater
Management District (SFWMD).

The goal of the forum isto create avenues
for public input on and influence over de-
cisions being made by the SFWMD and
other entitiesresponsiblefor water and en-
vironmental policy in our region.

The free forum, sponsored by Riverwatch,
anonpartisancitizensassociation, in coop-
eration with the Calusa Nature Center and
Planetarium, Charlotte Harbor NEP, SFW-

Seagrass Management: |

Local scientists and managers are en
couraged to participate in the sympo-
sium Seagrass Management: It’s Not Just
Nutrients!, toinvestigateavariety of factors
that may impair seagrassrecovery in South-
ern estuaries. In addition to examining the
importance of water quality to seagrassres-
toration, thesessionswill takeacloser ook
at propeller scarring, changesinwater circu-
lation and disease, and other factors that
may affect seagrass recovery.

Traditionally, limit-
ing the amount of ni-
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MD and the Southwest Florida Regional
Planning Council, will beheld on M onday,
June 19 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Lee
County Commission Chambers at 2120
Main Street in downtown Fort Myers.

A presentation of variousissuesconcerning

the Cal oosahatchee watershed will start of f

the forum. These issues include:

e A brief history of the Caloosahatchee
River

¢ SFWMD policy hierarchy, priority of wa-
ter users, and inclusion of public input
into policy decisions.

« Comprehensive Everglades Restoration
Plan (CERP) and Southwest FloridaStud

Mr. Rudolph will begin work in early July.

» Forceson theriver — the many expecta-
tionsfor the watershed

After presentations, attendees will break
intodiscussiongroupsledby afacilitator to
talk morein-depth about theseissues. Inthe
last hour, participants will reassemble to
discusseachgroup’ sconclusionsandfinal-
ize discussions.

Y our attendance at thisforumiscrucial in
establishinglocal citizens’ consensusprior
totheJuly SFWM D board meeting that will
beheldinFort Myers. Wemust learn all the
facts in order to have a unified voice to
influencethefinal water policy that will be
enacted by the SFWMD thisfall.

t's Not Just Nutrients — August 22-24

es. Excess nutrient loadings cause algae
blooms that turn the water murky and to
flourish seagrassesrequire clear watersthat
sunlight can penetrate.

In TampaBay, acoordinated effort to man-
age nitrogen inputsto the bay hasresulted
in the return of more than 5,000 acres of
seagrasses in the last 15 years. Although
seagrassbedscontinuesto expand baywide,
therateof seagrassrecovery hasdeclinedin
some areas. In several segments of the bay,
seagrassexpansion appearsto haveleveled
off, despite water quality and clarity suffi-
cient to support continued recovery.

The discovery in Tampa Bay of the wide-
spread presence of Labyrinthula, a primi-
tive organism associated with seagrass
die-offsinother areas, hasheightenedinter-
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est in examining disease and other factors
that may contribute to the seagrass slow-
down. The symposium will bring together
local scientistsand managerswith national
experts to discuss potential impacts and
solutions.

The symposiumwill be held August 22-24
attheHoliday Inn SunSpreeResortinsouth
St. Petersburg. Symposium feeswill be $50
per person, with lunchesincluded. A sym-
posium program and registration form will
soon beavailableonlineat www.tbep.orgor
call the TBEP office at 727/893-2765.

Thisworkshopissponsored by Tampa Bay
Estuary Program, Sarasota Bay National
Estuary Program, Charlotte Harbor Na-
tional Estuary Program, theGulf of Mexico
Program and others.



NEP Support Shows on Sanibel
Pick Preserve Teaching Shelter and Nature Trail

i =] hePick Preserveon Sanibel Island y
cansists of approximately 22 acres of i T L e
recently restored nativehabitatwithin g ighe ™ D
a400-acreconservationcorridorjoint- & Ty
Iy owned and managed by J.N. “ Ding”
W8 Darling National Wildlife Refuge, the [
8l City of Sanibel, and Sanibel-Captiva
Conservation Foundation (SCCF). In
1999, with Charlotte Harbor NEP sup-
i port, SCCF was able to develop Pick
o # Preserve as a place for learning. The [ = ; jhim ot
project devel oped aneducational trail, Photographs by Melissa Upton
constructed a gazebo teaching shelter, placed bird nest boxes, Local children learn about native trees and shrubs by planting them and

planted nativetreesand shrubs, and created and placed trail signs. teaching others about them. In the left photo, Keith Bickett tells visitors

. . . attending the April 3 dedication ceremony about the species of butterfly
Theseimprovementswill exposechildrenand adultstotherareand o ted to that particular plant. In the photo above, Sanibel School

uniquefreshwater wetlands and hardwood hammocksontheinte-  junior Girl Scout Troop 218, and Brownie Troops 690, 311, and 262
rior of Sanibel and provide a location to educate visitors on help beautify the area near the gazebo teaching shelter.

conservation, restoration, andland managementissues, including e 1o the sensitivity of these rare habitats, susceptibility to
thespecial partnershipsformed. The CharlotteHarbor NEPprovid- i dfires, and their important wildlife value, visits to the pre-
ed $9,237 to SCCF, which provided $33,437 in match. serve must be scheduled ahead of time. SCCF will make every

SCCF worksto preserve the uniqueinterior ecosystem of Sanibel  €ffort to accommodate visiting group schedules and provide a
and surrounding undevel oped habitats and barrier islands. SCCF  staff or volunteer trail guide. At thistimethereisno chargefor

currently ownsand manages approximately 1,500 acresof conser-  Visiting schools, conservation or college groups, or SCCF
vation land on barrier islands. members, partners and affiliates. Contact SCCF at 941/472-

2329 or sccf@sccf.org.
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NEP Support Shows in the Water
Punta Gorda Waterfront Juvenile Fisheries Habitat

he Charlotte Harbor Reef Association and its cadre of volun

teers is creatively forming habitat for juvenile fish. The | &
Associationisbuilding“reef balls,” igloo-shaped concretestruc- |
tures, and placing them under fishing piers, fishing docks, and
private docks in Charlotte Harbor. The artificial habitat is con-
structed from super-strong concrete perforated with holes placed
to allow juvenilefish to move throughout. The artificial habitat
providesjuvenilefishasafeshelter fromlarger predatory fishand
allowsother estuarinelifeto attach and serve asfood for ahost of 4
estuarineorganisms. Mangrovesperformthiscritical functionbut
they are too often removed or degraded in the wake of develop-

' F'>'hbt‘ographs by Rich Novak
Lert: August Look (left), Joe Solay (middle) and Jerry Jensen lower a
ment. Although ot ideal, reef ball shelp reclaimthisIost Nabitat.  (euncing) snc Auques ook . Netica the dieiamce betvien 1o bale.
“When we are done with this project we will have placed 72 reef
ballsnear Laishley, Gilchristand Nature Parksand publicfishing
piersinPuntaGorda, 180 under privatedocksat PuntaGordalsles,

What's areef ball?

and 210 off Alligator Creek in Charlotte Harbor reef, ” said Bob A reef ball is a designed artificial reef used to
Croft with the Association and member of the NEP Citizens' restore ailing coral reefs and to create new
Advisory Committee. “Weareal soworking to place 250 of fshore fishing and scubadiving sites. Reef ballsare madeof
in Lee County in the deep waters off Cape Haze.” aspecial, marinefriendly, concreteand are designed
In 1999, the Charlotte Harbor NEP provided $2,000 tothe Char- to mimic natural reef systems. They are used around

lotte Harbor Reef Association, which is providing $6,100 in
matchinadditiontothetimeof thevolunteerswhoareassembling
andplacingthereef balls. TheReef Ball Foundationand Krehling
Industries are providing additional assistance.

theworld to create habitatsfor fish and other marine
and freshwater species.
— Reef Ball Foundation

Summer 2000, 4(2) “* 3



Peace River Flow Lowest in Record-Keeping History

by Sam Stone, Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply*
Feacs River af Arcadia Historical Lowest SIngle Day Avg, Flow (05} by Menth

he graph of the water flow of the Peace River at 0 = AT Loweat irtae o i Phowe by Monii ey

Arcadia (top graph) shows the current Peace River o
flow at Arcadiaasthelowest single day averageflow for
each month for the period of June 1999 through May
2000. These flows are compared to the historical lowest
single day average flow for each month for the period of
recordfrom 1931 topresent. Of interestisthat thisyear the
months of March, April, and May set new single day |ow
flow recordsfor thosemonthsandthesingleday low flow
for May has set anew all time low flow record.

This graph of the water flow (bottom graph) shows the
current Peace River flow at Arcadiaasamonthly average
for the period of June 1999 through May 2000. These
flowsarecomparedtothehistorical monthly averagesfor
the period of record from 1931 to present. The graph
showsthat 11 of 12 monthsduring thispast year theflow
at Arcadiawasbel ow averageandthat thecurrent drought,
though most severe in the last few months, has been in P-mﬂlm:::;: :l?ﬂ:::f::ﬁﬂ Flow fcfs)
effect over the past year. Though not shown directly on

the graph, during the past 12 months the river has not
achieved flood stage during the wet season, which is a
fairly typical event each year.

* Sam Stone is the Environmental Affairs Coordinator for the
Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply (Authority). Mr. =@ =
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Stone prepared these graphs using flow information provided
by the Southwest Florida Water Management District, U.S. |
Geological Survey and Authority records.
Rzi nfall over the past 12 monthsis 9 to 14 inches sl
elow the 53.22 inches Southwest Florida nor- e
mally receives. During the first four months of 2000, I

only 35 percent of 11.5 inches (4.08 inches) of the
expected rainfell. Thiswasthedriest year since 1915. ol
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More Sinkholes Formed, Draining Water from Rivers

LE A century ago, adrought likethe one now gripping Southwest Floridawouldn’t have
dried up the Peace River,” reported Victor Hull inaMay 13 Herald-Tribute article.

“Phosphate mining, citrus groves, and development have obliterated the natural land-
scape, drying up aspring that once fed theriver millions of gallons of fresh water daily,
and opening up sinkholes that suck water underground,” he reported.

About 20 years ago, a 42-foot-deep sinkhole (shown in the photo) collapsed south of
Bartow in the Peace River floodplain.

Bill Lewelling, a U.S. Geological Survey hydrologist, identified several sinkholes
recently formed near the PeaceRiver. Heestimatesthat anumber of newly formed, smaller
sinkholesinthePeaceRiver channel south of Bartow will takemorethan 7 milliongallons
of water from theriver daily.

Sinkholesare created whentoo muchwater i staken out of theground, drying the soil and
causing it to collapse.

Apartep from article “ Spring drought has new effectson river” by Victor Hull printed
inthe May 13, 2000 issue of Herald-Tribune.

Photo by Sam Stone
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Gulf Shore Life in Southwest Florida

by Karen S. Parker
Qlcehometothefi erceCalusalndian
ribe, southwest Florida sbarrier is-
lands encompass some of the last Un-
spoil edvestigesof OldFloridacoastline.

Blessed with beautiful sunsets, mild surf
and gentle subtropical winds, thischain
of islands stretches from Lido Key to
Marco Island along the southwest coast
of Florida.

Drawn by the area s beauty and abun-
dant wildlife, isand residents are an
eclectic mix. Million dollar homes mix
with weekend cottages and fishermen’'s
shacks. Thehardier soulsliveonbridgeless
barrier islands that are accessible only by
boat and bemoan the progress that en-
croacheson their island paradise.

Residents on those islands connected to
themainland by causeways, striveto bal -
ance growth and amenities with a
rapidly disappearing mangrovecoast and
ever-increasing erosion problems along
their beaches. Hammock forests and wet-
lands on many of these islands are fast
becoming afaded memory, oftenreplaced
by imported exotic landscape trees and
bushes that beautify multimillion dollar
estatesand devel opments. Thereareafew
exceptionssuch asthe J.N. ‘Ding’ Darling
National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Is-
landandtheBarrier |SlandsGEO Park, that
includesfiveislands— Cayo Costa, Gas-
parilla, Don Pedro, Upper Captivaandthe
southern tip of ManasotaKey. There, De-
partment of Environmental Protection Di-
vision of Recreation and Parks staff are
hard at work removing exotic plants and
replanting native species as well as pre-
servingremaining natural habitats. Ospreys,
eagles, ibis, sandhill cranes, least terns,
egrets and the rare white pelican have
established successful rookerieson sandy
keys along the coast.

Although feeling pressure from develop-
ment, thearea’ sabundantwildlifeincludes
deer, bobcats, otters, foxes, raccoons and
even occasional sightings of a panther.

eautiful sunsets, mild surf, gentle
subtropical winds and abundant

wildlife, right here in Charlotte Harbor!

Many coastline residents acknow!-
edgefeelingthat ‘ last man over the
bridge’ syndrome and wanting to
limitgrowth, but Florida’ sbestkept
secret isno longer a secret as local
governmentsquickly acknowledge.
Condominiumsviewith palmtrees
for space aong the beach and bays 3%
inever increasing numbers.

Many countieshaveal ready formed
|and conservanciestopurchase
remaining pristine coastal land be-
foreitisdevelopedandlostforever.

These purchases are often funded
through property and tourist taxes.
Old timers remember the days of
cisternsanddrought. Newresidents [
know little but turning on the tap %
and enjoying water on demand.
Combinedwith saltwater intrusion
into shoreline wells, fresh water
sourcesto feed future growth along
thebarrieris andshavebecomehotly

debated issues. L

Butitisthebeauty of thearea sCaribbean
blue and green water and White pow-
der sand beaches, alongwiththemul -
titudeof recreational opportunitiesthese
provide, thatisthecommon denominator
for most coastline residents. Once south-
west Florida was home to a booming
commercial fishingindustry that cantrace
its roots back to the late 1600s.

SincetheNet Banof 1995, therearefewer
and fewer commercial fishermen in the
area. Those that have not relocated to
other states, are now trying their hand at
aquaculture and clam farming. In the
Charlotte Harbor area alone, there are a
number of clamfarmsthat dot theshallow
sounds and bays.

Sportfishing continuestogrowinpop-
ularity and hasamajor economicimpact
on the area. Boca Grande on Gasparilla
Idlandisknownworldwideasthe’ Tarpon
Capitd of theWorld.” (Seepage7formore
onfishing.) From April through July an-
glersflock totheareatofishfor thissilver
kingof gamefish, bringingmuch-needed
tourist dollarsto cash-starved businesses
during the slow summer season. Back-
country fishing for snook, redfish, trout,
and cobiaisalsoarapidly growing sport
attracting increasing boat traffic that
threatens the already endangered West
Indian manatee.

Charlotte Harbor. Thisfasecolor Landsat Thematic
Mapper Sceneimage was acquired by a L andsat satellite
in 1996. (Thewhite portion of theimageare clouds.) This
imagewas provided by Albert Bond in the Resource Con-
servation and Devel opment Department of the Southwest
Florida Water Management District.

Eco-tourismisgrowing by leapsand bounds. The
shallow water alongthecoastisperfect for kayaking,
canoeing, and guided wading trips. Lee County isin
the process of planning an extensive canoe and
kayakingtrail throughout thePinel sland Sound area.
(See page 11 for Charlotte County’s plan to create
moretrails.)

With an average depth of five to 13 feet, Charlotte
Harbor is perfect for weekend regattas of racing sail-
boats. Gunk holinginout of theway anchoragessuch
asPelicanBay, CabbageK ey, or Roosevelt Channel,
are also popular pastimesfor coastal sailors.

Andtherearestill beachesal ong southwest Florida's
coastwherepeoplecanstroll for milesandrarely meet
another soul. Shelling along Sanibel and Captiva
islands hasbecome such apopular hobby that locals
call looking for shells there, the ‘ Sanibel Stoop.’
Southwest Florida' s barrier islands are unique in
that they combinesuchamix of lifestylesfromthe
fairlyisolated outislandstothecosmopolitanflair
of Sarasota, Fort Myers, and Naples.

Theseidandsoffer somethingtosuit every-
on€ stastes, and it’ sright herein our back-
yard. Lucky us.

Summer 2000, 4(2) % D



Helping to Protect and Manage Estuary and Watershed Habitats

Charlotte Harbor Aquatic &State Buffer Preserves

by Betty Gilpin, FDEP Charlotte Harbor Aquatic and State Buffer Preserve

L inks are vital to Charlotte Harbor, its estuaries and watersheds: water to
land, activities of people to the health of the natural resource, the present to k.

i e
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the future, and agency to agency.

he Charlotte Harbor Aquatic and State

Buffer Preserves are managed by the
Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) officein PuntaGorda, Florida.
The 165,000 acres of submerged lands are
designated as Aquatic Preservesto be“ pre-
served in essentially natural conditionsfor
future generations to enjoy.” The 38,000
acres of Buffer Preserve lands have been
acquired adjacent to the Aquatic Preserves
to provide a buffer between human uses of
the watershed and natural resources in the
estuaries. Together, these lands and waters
arecritical tomaintaining corridorsforwild-
life, habitat for endangered and threatened
species, allow forimproved speciesdiversity,
water conservation, water quality, fisheries,
open space, scenicvistas, and aquality of life
that is quickly disappearing elsewhere.
The Charlotte Harbor estuary supports a
tremendous diversity of plant and animal
life from microscopic plankton and filter-
feeding worms to large marine mammals
such as dol phinsand manatees. V egetation
is largely dominated by mangroves, sea-
grasses, and, lessfrequently, salt marsh. These
plant communities form the base of acom-
plex food web and filter pollutants, trap
sediments, reduceerosion, and stabilizethe
shoreline.

esidents and visitors are encouraged
enjoy boating, fishing, canoeing,
kayaking, nature study, and photography
along the many miles of rivers, creeks, and
pristine shoreline on these public lands
and waters. Hiking, guided walks, and
educational programs are also available.

Estuarine systems, where fresh water from
the land meets and mixes with salt water
from the sea, consist of coastal wetlands,
including salt marsh and mangrove forest,
as well as seagrass beds, mud flats, oyster
bars, and other submerged habitats. Shrimp,
crabs, fish, starfish, clams, and other mol-
lusks find food and shelter within these
habitats. Fluctuating salinitiesexcludelarg-
er freshwater and marine predators. Estuar-

ies are important as nurseries, particularl

for juvenile fish such as snook, mullet, tar-+;

pon, and redfish. More than 70 percent of
commercially and recreationally important
speciesof fish and shellfish spend part or all
of their lives within estuaries. Mangrove
overwashislandsprovidenesting and roost-
ingareas(rookeries) for birdssuchasherons,
egrets, and pelicans. M orethan 40 percent of
Florida's endangered or threatened species
are found within our estuaries.

Recognizing theval ue of estuarineresourc-
es, Florida moved to protect coastal and
inland waters through the establishment of

the Aquatic Preserves Act in 1975. Our cor-
ner of southwest Floridaisremarkableinthat
most of the coastal waters are Aquatic Pre-
serves and include:

Lemon Bay: 7,667 acres

Gasparilla Sound/Charlotte Harbor:

79,168 acres

Cape Haze: 11,284 acres

Pine Island Sound: 54,176 acres

Matlacha Pass: 12,511 acres

Estero Bay: 9,834 acres.

CharlotteHarbor Aquatic Preserve manage-
ment includes resource management, edu-
cation, and research. Monitoring includes
monthly water quality sampling and annual
monitoring of seagrasses and anchorage.
Monthly Aquatic Preservevolunteersmon-
itor water quality at 11 stations and man-
grove health in the estuary.

Sensitiveto pollution, estuariesareincreas-
ingly subject to the pressures of coastal
development resulting from rapid popula-
tiongrowthand urbani zationin coastal coun-
ties. The Charlotte Harbor State Buffer
Preserveiscritical totheprotectionof Aquat-
ic Preserves. Landward of the mangrove
fringe, the Buffer Preserve formsamatrix of
high marsh, salt flats, coastal hammocks,
pine flatwoods, and saw palmetto. Upland
habitats (pineflatwoods) and wetlands (salt
marsh and mangroveforest) “buffer” estuar-
ies from stormwater runoff pollution.

The Charlotte Harbor State Buffer Preserve
includesfour Management Areaslocatedin
Lee and Charlotte counties. The Charlotte
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Harbor shoreline from the Caloosahatchee
River to Placidais 67.5 miles of which 78
percent or 52.26 milesis state owned.

Punta Gorda Management Area protects
CharlotteHarbor proper. Thisareaincludes
5,910 acresfrom Burnt Store Marinanorth,
toandincludingtheCharlotteHarbor Envi-
ronmental Center, Inc. facilities site.

The Cape Coral Management Area filters
stormwater pollutantsfromfreshwater Cape
Coral canals before they reach the estuary.
This area includes 9,185 acres from Burnt
StoreMarinasouth to, and inclusive of, the
North and South Spreader Waterways.

The Cape Haze Management Area buffers
the GasparillaSound/Charlotte Harbor and
Cape Haze Aquatic Preserve. This 11,168-
acre area includes the entire southern and
eastern shorelineof the CapeHaze peninsula.

The Port Charlotte Management Area pro-
tects the waters of northern Charlotte Har-
bor. Thisareaincludes 6,677 acres from El
Jobean onthe MyakkaRiver tothevicinity
of Alligator Bay south of Port Charlotte.

The most common habitatsin the Preserve
include pine flatwoods, oak/palm ham-
mocks, tropi cal hardwood hammocks, scrub
oak, saltmarsh, and mangroves.

The Charlotte Harbor Aquatic and State Buffer
Preserves officeis located at 12301 Burnt Store
Road, PuntaGorda (941/575-5861). The Friends
of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves, aciti-
zen support organization, has been formed to as-
sist the office.



Charlotte Harbor Field Lab: Minding the Marine Life

by RebeccaHensley, FWC FMRI

heFishandWildlifeConservationCom

mission’s (FWC) Florida Marine Re-
search|nstitute (FMRI) hasseveral facilities
all over the state to help monitor the status
of the marineresourcesin Florida’ s 8,000+
miles of coastline. Theinformation collect-
ed at all thelabsare synthesized and used to
better manage the marineresources. To bet-
ter monitor Florida' ssecond largest estuary,
the Charlotte Harbor Field Laboratory was
created in 1989.

The Endangered and Threatened Species
(ETS) sectionof thisfieldlaboratory rescues
manatees, recovers carcasses, and conducts
research, including photoidentificationfor
thestatewidedatabase, intheten southwest-
ern Floridacounties. Asof May of thisyear,
63 manatee carcasseswererecovered inthis
regionalone. Four wererecovered from Char-
lotte Harbor with three deaths attributed to
watercraft. Onthelighter side, twoof thefive
tagged manateesare utilizing CharlotteHar-
bor. Oneisarehabilitated manateeknown as
Tiny Tim who wasrescued as an orphan on
ChristmasEve 1998 at El Jobean. Currently,
manatee rescue and recovery are on thein-
crease in the southwestern area.

TheFisheriesDependent Monitoring (FDM)
program assesses the recreational and com-
mercial catchesfor the Gulf and southwest-
ern region of Florida.

TheFisheriesIndependentMonitoring (FIM)
program assesses an array of forage, nontar-
get, recreational and commercial fish spe-
cies. The current long-term sampling
program documents ecosystem changes,
evaluatesnatural and manmadedisturbanc-
es, and makes management decisions. The
initial monitoring efforts were directed at
small and recruiting (or young-of-the-year)
species. In 1993, sampling began for larger
individuals.

More than 250 different fish species have
beendocumentedin CharlotteHarbor. Each
year FIM records more than 4 million indi-
vidualsin samplesrepresenting 130 to 150
species. Small foragespeciesgenerally dom-
inate 80 percent of the total catch. These
includeanchovies, pinfish, mojarras, Atlan-
tic threadfin herring, scaled sardines, rain-
water killifish, silver perch, and pink shrimp.
Anchoviesareusually thedominant species
caught in Charlotte Harbor and can com-
prisemorethan 40 percent of thetotal catch.
Recreationally and commercially important

species make up about 10 per-
cent of the total catch with the
most numerous species being
pink shrimp, spot, sand seatrout,
spot and bluecrab. Other species,
likesnook, reddrum, and spotted
seatrout, arecaught but arenot as
numerous.

Barring any major changes, the
outlook for thefisheriesresourc-
es of Charlotte Harbor appears
bright. Insamplessofar thisyear,
most speciesappear tobedoingat FMRI samples the Charlotte Harbor with a small 21 m seine for
least aswell asin previous years. uvenilefish speciesand a600 foot seine for larger, adult species,
With less than half of thisyear's like this cobia (above) that will be released.

sampling done, record numbers
of anchovies, snook, and parrot-
fish have already been recorded
in Charlotte Harbor.

The Fisheries Assessment program will continue monitor-
ing in an attempt to track and evaluate any ecosystem
changes.

For more information on FMRI, visit their website at www.fmri.usf.edu.

Fishing Prospects in Charlotte Harbor

by Captain Ralph Allen*

was excited about the fishing prospects

inCharlotteHarbor when| movedherefrom
Kansas City some 25 years ago, and that
excitement continuestothisday. | never seem
to stop learning more about this beautiful
body of water and about the many creatures
who live here.

Snook, redfish, trout, and tarpon are the four
most popular species of game fish found in
CharlotteHarbor and it’ saproud angler who
isskilled (or lucky) enoughto catcha“ Grand
Slam” by landing all four speciesin asingle
day. Your shot at aGrand Slamismost likely
duringthemonthsof April to Septemberwhen
all four speciesareintheharbor inabundance
and are feeding heavily.

Boca Grande Passis the most famous tarpon
fishing hot spot intheentireworld. For many
decades anglers have traveled here from all
over theworld during May, Juneand July to
tangle with tarpon, resulting in an entire in-
dustry based onthisoneseasonfishery. Since
virtually all tarpon caught arereleased alive,
thisfishstock showsnosignof depletionfrom
angling pressure. From early summer to early
fall, the tarpon leave Boca Grande Pass and
become more common in the deeper central
part of the harbor. Thesefish average around
80poundsandfightsohardthatyoumight not
want to catch two in arow!

Snook areawarmwater fishand generally the
hotter theweather thebetter thesnook action.

Snook spawn in the summer months so snook
seasonisclosed during June, July and August
but savvy anglersknow that theclosed season
canbethebesttimetocatchand rel easesnook.
M ost snook areunder ten poundsbut the state
record fish isover 44 pounds and was caught
in Fort Myersin 1984.

Redfish can becaught under themangroves
whenthetideishighor out ontheshallowest
of flatswhen thetideisdown. Infact, many
reds are caught by anglers wading ankle
deep. Justdon’ t steponastingray or yourtrip
will be cut short.

To catch atrout, think grass flats. Drifting
overjust about any seagrassbedistheticket
totrout successandisagreat way toentertain
thekids. Troutaren’tlarge(thoughafewfish
over six pounds are caught) and aren’t the
hardest fighting but they can be caught in
good numbers and are tasty table fare.

Wait, there’ smuchmorefishinginCharlotte
Harbor. Sharks, cobia, mackerel, sheepshead,
black drum, jack crevalle, mangrove snap-
per, flounder, pompano, and others are all
commonly caughtintheharbor. Sometimes
there are so many choicesthat anglerscan’t
decide what to fish for!

* Captain Allen, amember of the Charlotte Harbor
NEP Citizens Advisory Committee, can bereached
at 941/639-0969 or www.kingfisher fleet.com. King
Fisher Fleet isbased at Fishermen’sVillage Marina
in Punta Gorda.
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Reaching the Citizens Near Charlotte Harbor

by Joy Duperault, Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center

I nthefaceof budget cutbacks, leadership
changes in established programs, and a
flurry of environmental issuesinthewater-
shed, the future of environmental educa-
tionin the Charlotte Harbor area has never
looked brighter. Just asthemurky waters of
northern lakes turn over each spring in
order to provideacleansing and rebirth, so
the apparent upheaval of “things as we
know them” will bring about a refreshing
change in the nature of environmental ed-
ucation (EE) programsoffered at thisend of
theriver.

The Charlotte Harbor Environmental Cen-
ter (CHEC, a not-for-profit corporation)
standsat the center of environmental activ-
ity with its 13-year history of excellent
education and recreational programs. Over
thepast sevenyearspreservationland man-
agement has also been key to giving the
public even more opportunity for positive
interactionwiththenatural world. EE takes
on anew, personal meaning when citizens
participatein ecosystemmanagement tasks
such aswater quality monitoring, removal
of exotic pest plants, or plans for a new
demonstration site for aquatic vegetation.

A recent request for alist of programs of-
fered by CHEC gaveuscausefor applause!
Wespend our daysdelivering EE programs,
managing environmentally sensitivelands,
writing and administering grants, teaching
visitors, making appeals, and networking
with othersin our field. We rarely have a

chance to sit back and take an objective

look at where we are and what we have

accomplished. Having done so, here's the

abbreviated list.

* Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Pro-
gram

 Urbanand Community Forestry Education

* Annual Teacher's Water Resources Insti-
tute and other teacher training workshops

» TheFloridaYards & Neighborhoods Pro-
gram

» Guided nature hikes, lectures, workshops,
volunteer programs, field trips, “ Learning
in Retirement” classes, weekly newspaper
columns, video presentations, and much
much more. A week-long nature institute
and annual birdingfestival areplannedfor
2001.

» New Coastal GrowthWorkshopsand Storm-
water Monitoring Program

* Fourth Grade Environmental Education
Program

« The Academy Monitoring Events

 High School Intern Program

» Nature hikes at CHEC sites or classroom

visits by CHEC staff for students in other
and who are home-schonled

Charlotte County Expands Environmental Parks

by George Kenny, Charlotte County Parks and Recreation

arlotte County isworking with Flori

aCommunities Trust toacquireenvi-
ronmental parkland along the boundary of
an Aquatic Preserve adjacent to a Buffer
Preserve on the Sunrise Waterway in Port
Charlotte. The site is in a very densely
popul ated urban area. Thecounty will man-
ageSunrisePark’ s40.55 acresof upland and
wetlands for outdoor recreation, environ-
mental education, habitat management and
accesstothe Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Pre-
serve. Itiscontiguousto 114 acres of state-
owned saltmarshwetlandthat extend south
into Alligator Bay. Proposed amenitiesin-
clude atrail system, picnic facilities play-
ground, tennis courts, restrooms, fishing
dock, and a canoe/kayak landing area.

Oyster Creek Environmental Park was ac-
quired with aid from Florida Communities
Trust in November of 1999. This 135.22
acrepark islocated on Oyster Creek within
the greenway waterway corridor known as
the Oyster Creek-Lemon Bay Aquatic Pre-
serve-Ainger Creek Waterway. Thissitewill
be used for wildlife management, outdoor
recreation and environmental education.
L ocated acrossfrom Cedar PointeEnviron-
mental Center, thesetwo county parksform
a greenway connection along Lemon Bay
and Oyster Creek. Planned amenities in-
cludepicnicfacilities, restrooms, bike/foot
trails, canoe/kayak landing and scenicover-
looks of Oyster Creek.
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CHEC MANAGES FOUR PUBLIC PROPERTIES
IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY.

TheAlligator Creek siteinPuntaGordaisa
20-acre section of themorethan 4,000-acre
Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Buffer Preserve.
CHEC partnerswith FloridaDEPtomanage
this property for preservation and public
access. Thereareal most eight milesof trails,
alarge screened pavilion, and four build-
ings with displays and educational pro-
grams. This site is open seven days each
week throughout the year.

TheTippecanoe ScrubsiteinPort Charlotte
is a 354-acre county-owned preservation
tract purchasedin 1995 asabuffer todevel -
opment on the bay and inland waters of the
harbor. Thereare approximately four miles
of trails and picnic areas for public use,
along with an observation tower overl ook-
ing TippecanoeBay. A non-motorized boat
launch is planned

for this property.

The Cedar Point
Environmental Park
isan 88-acresitein
Englewood pur-
chased by Charlotte
County in 1992 in
order to preserve
some of the last re-
maining undis-
turbed land on

Visit one of these
sites and you may
see:

Florida scrub jays
gopher tortoise
bald eagles
white pelicans
roseate spoonbills
Eastern indigo snakes

LemonBay. Bounded by Oyster and Ainger
Creeks and the Bay, this site offersvisitors
anew program building (1998), over four
milesof trails,anon-motorized boat launch,
and picnic areas.

Amberjack Slough is an 182-acre site in
Cape Haze purchased as Charlotte County
preservation property in 1998 and is man-
aged for both passive and limited active
recreationfor areacitizens. Preliminary plans
include a perimeter jogging trail, along
withboardwalks, picnicareas, kiosks, anda
variety of other educational and recreation-
al opportunities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CHEC' sadminidtrative offices are located at
10941 Burnt Store Road in Punta Gorda, FL
33955. 941/575-5495, Fax 941/575-5497,
chec@sunline.net, www.charlotte-florida.com/
chec

Alligator Creek: 10941 Burnt Store Road, Punta
Gorda, FL 33955, 941/575-5435, Fax 941/575-
5437

Cedar Point Environmenta Park: P.O. Box 5197,
(2300 Placida Rd.) Englewood, FL 34224, 941/
475-0769, Fax 941/475-1899,

bobbi @sunl etter.com



Florida Blueways

A Statewide Marine Ecosystem Management Effort Being Tested In Charlotte Harbor

by Rob Hudson and Christopher Friel*

I:lorida Blueways is a better way of managing our marine natural resources. The

mapping technology used helps reduce conflicts between people who use these

resources and the resources themselves to ensure the resources are sustainabl e.

e 1998 Florida Coastal Management
Conference, TheEdgeof anOcean Fron-
tier, brought coastal managers and scientists
together to discuss the future of coastal and
ocean management in Florida Inresponseto
these discussions, the Coastal Management
Program is supporting the Florida Fish and
WildlifeConservation Commission’ sFlorida
Marine Research Institute (FMRI) to cooper-
atively develop aFloridaBluewaysconcept.
Thisconceptfullyintegratesscientificknowl-
edgeandenvironmental protectionpriorities
into amarine ecosystem management strate-
gy. Toimplementthisconcept, FMRI isdevel -
opinginnovativemethods, tool s, partnerships,
and processes to address management con-
cerns throughout the marine environment.
FMRI isusing mapping technol ogies, scien-
tificinformation, and local knowledge from
Charlotte Harbor’ s citizenry to describe the
bay. Florida Blueways characterizations use
Geographic Information Systems (GI S) map-
ping information and integrate ecological,
human use, and management descriptionsto
identify marine areas in need of increased

marine ecosystem management effort such as
research, education, volunteerism, enforce-
ment, etc.

FMRIistestingtheFl oridaBluewaysconcept
inCharlotteHarbor becauseof theinterest by
resourcemanagement agencies, theestablish-
ment of theCharlotteHarbor National Estuary
Program, available information, and other
ongoing programsat FMRI.

FMRI has spent the past two years character-
izing the ecology of Charlotte Harbor. The
preliminary resultsfrom these effortsare pro-
viding the foundation to further refine the
ecological characterization while building
the human-use and management character-
izations.

To characterize human uses in the bay, the
University of Florida's Conservation Clinic
and local managersworkedtogether toprior-
itize ways people use Charlotte Harbor. The
prioritization exercisefirst gatheredlocal in-
put into the most pressing human usesin the
marine system and informed the community
about the Florida Blueways process. In addi-
tion, FMRI and Florida Sea Grant recently

Ancient Mariners: Sea Turtles

by Maran Hilgendorf

Sea turtles' fossilized skeletons have been
dated back 150 million years, beforethe age
of dinosaurs. While the reign of dinosaurs
ended 100 million years ago, seaturtles sur-
vived— eventhrived — until recently. Only
seven speciesof seaturtlesstill existandthey
are al either considered to be threatened (at
risk of becoming endangered) or endangered
(atrisk of becomingextinct). Bothfederal and
state laws protect all seaturtles from distur-
bancesfrom people.

Nearly all of the turtles activities on land
occursat night. Thehatchingsemergeat night
andadultfemal esnest at night withtheexcep-
tion of the Oliveand Kemp' sRidleys, which
nest in large aggregationscalled “ arribadas’
duringtheday. Seaturtlesrely onnatural light
tocompl etetheirreproductivecycle. Females
prefer the dark beaches for nesting while
hatchlingsareattracted to the brightest point
on the horizon after they emerge from their
nests. Thereflectionof themoonandstarsover

the water pointsthem in the right direction.

The Stateof Florida, throughthe FloridaFish

Thank you! TheFCMP and FMRI would
like to thank the Southwest Florida Regional
Planning Council, CharlotteHarbor National
EstuaryProgram, CharlotteHarbor Environ-
mental Center, andall of thecitizenswhohave
contributed to this effort. Your commentsand
information areinval uableinthe devel opment
of Florida Blueways.

completed aseriesof expert meetingsin Char-
lotte Harbor to gather local knowledge from
boaters. Thisinformation isbeing compiled
along with atelephone survey, mail survey,
and aerial videography to characterize boat-
inguseinCharlotteHarbor. FMRI will couple
the boating use characterization with addi-
tional human-use characterizations to build
anoverall human-usecharacterization. Inves-
tigations are also underway to identify base-
line information and information gaps from
whichFMRI will buildamanagement charac-
terization next year. All three characteriza-
tions — ecology, human-use, and
management — will betested by thesummer
of 2001.

* Rob Hudson is an Assistant Research Scientist
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission’s Florida Marine Research Institute.
He can be reached at 727/896-8626 or

rob.hudson@fwec.state.fl.us. Christopher Fridl isa
Program Administrator with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Consarvation Commission’s Florida Ma-
rine Research Ingtitute.

and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s g

Florida Marine Research Institute, coordi-

nates the Statewide Nesting Beach Survey

program(www.fmri.usf.edu/turtles.htm). Ini
tiatedin 1979 under acooperativeagreement
between FWC andthe U.S. Fishand Wildlife
Service, theSurvey documentsthetotal distri-
bution, seasonality, andabundanceof nesting
by seaturtlesin Florida.

Three species of sea turtles, the loggerhead
(Carettacaretta), thegreen turtle (Chelonia
mydas), and the leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea), nest regularly on Florida sbeach-
es. Two other species, thehawkshill (Eretmo-
chelys imbricata) and Kemp’s ridley
(Lepidochelys kempii), nestinfrequently.

Data for this survey are gathered through a
network of permit holders consisting of pri-
vate conservation groups, volunteers, con-
sultants, academics, local governments,
federal agencies, andtheFl oridaPark Service.

Sea Turtle Nests Reco?di n L, arlotte
and Sarasota Counties from 1988-1999

Hawksbill Turtle 4
Kemp'sRidley Turtle 4
Green Turtle 37
L eatherback 0

Loggerhead Sea Turtle Nests Recorded in
L ee, Charlotte and Sarasota Countiesfrom

1988-1999
1988 1,225 | 1994 3,856
1989 1,747 | 1995 5,274
1990 2,285 | 1996 4,750
1991 3,018 | 1997 5,083
1992 3,284 | 1998 6,400
1993 2941 | 1999 5,176
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State Adds 1,245 Acres to the Estero Bay State Buffer Preserve

settlement between the Florida Department of

Environmental Protectionand EsteroRiver Bay
Properties, Inc. (formerly Sahdev, Inc.) for the pur-
chaseof 1,245 acresnear Estero Bay wasfinalizedin
February 2000. Judge | saac Anderson, Jr. of the 20"
Judicial Circuit Court in Lee County approved the
settlement agreement papers.

The State of Floridafirst attempted to buy the prop-
erty in 1998 as part of the State of Florida’ s Conser-
vation and Recreational Lands (CARL) acquisition
program. Home to the bald eagle, gopher tortoise,
littleblueheron, Floridablack bear , Floridacoontie,
andthreevegetativecommunitiesthat areclassified
asRare and Unique Uplands, the property isimpor-
tant to the overall plan to preserve this piece of
Florida's natural environment. The purchase in-
creasesthe Preserve (shaded areas on map) to 8,452
acres.

Original negotiationsonapurchasepricereachedan
impasse. On June 22, 1999, the Governor and the
Cabinet, sitting as the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of
Florida, authorized the FloridaDepartment of Envi-
ronmental Protection to exercise the Power of Emi-
nent Domain to acquire the property.

Prior to filing the lawsuit, the Department secured
new appraisals of the property. The new appraisals
reflected values closer to the owners' asking price.
Rather than file the lawsuit, the Division of State
Lands, throughtheAttorney General’ sOffice, initiat-
ed settlement negotiations with the attorneysrepre-
senting the owners. The negotiated price of
$31,850,000 includes all lawyers fees and court
costs. Itrepresentssavingsof atleast $5milliontothe
state, had the parcel been acquired through condem-
nation proceedings.

“Thecitizensof Floridaarewell served by theacqui-
sitionof thisland at afair price,” said FloridaDepart-
ment of Environmental Protection Secretary DavidB.
Struhs. “ Thisland wasthe missing link between two
previous acquisitions. It adds two miles of coastal
mangrovesonthebay and approximately onemileof
shoreline onthe Estero River. Thisgreatly enhances
our ability to protect these rare lands and to make
them availableto all Floridians.”

“We consider this acquisition aonce in a lifetime
opportunity and we are ecstatic. Not only will the
purchasehel p protect thewater quality of thebay and
some rare and unique uplandsin Lee County, but it
alsoprovidesadditional habitat for avariety of listed
speciesand providesmorerecreational opportunities
forthepublic,” said AnnaMarieHartman, Director of
the Office Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas.

Source: Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.

1-75

Sanibel

Gulf of Mexico

L egend
The darkest shaded areas designate Aquatic

Preserve. Other shaded areas (lighter color)
areBuffer Preservelands. Theareashadedin
cyan (blue) is the 1,245 acres added to the
Estero Bay State Buffer Preservein February
2000.

want to express my sincerethanksto all of the many citizens, environmen
I tal organizations, gover nment agencies and Sahdev, Inc. for making this
acquisition a reality. The preservation of this land by incorporation into
the Estero Bay State Buffer Preserve is critical to the health of the Estero
Bay Aquatic Preserve and will benefit our present and all of our future
generations.

The Estero Bay Aquatic & State Buffer Preserves staff islooking forward to
managing these sensitive and critical public landsthrough necessary activi-
tiessuch as exotic plant and animal control, habitat and hydrol ogical resto-
ration, and prescribed fire. We are also excited about being able to provide
hiking and nature appreciation opportunities on the site. It is anticipated
that active management will begin after July 1, 2000 with the creation of a
walk-through at the designated public access point by the FPL substation
on Broadway Street. The public will be welcome to walk the property from
sunrise to sunset. An entrance sign will be erected and boundaries will be
posted. We will be recruiting volunteers with help from the Estero Bay
Buddies, Inc. to assist in theinitial clean up of the public access point area
andfutureactivities. A large-scal e exotic plant control project isplanned for
the property this year. Australian pines leaning over the two canals that
bisect the property that are creating a navigational hazard will be removed
shortly after July 1. An unnecessary fence running along the mangroves for
amost the entire length of the property will be removed. These are afew of
the initial management activities planned for the site. Public workshops
will be held to gather input prior to adoption of an updated Estero Bay State
Buffer Preserves Land Management Plan.

Heather Stafford, Estero Bay Aquatic & State Buffer Preserves
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Notice to Fishermen and Divers. Have you seen this fish?

Your help is needed locating jewfish
throughout Florida sAtlantic and Gulf
coasts. The information you provide helps
Florida State University’s Department of

Fisheries Service determine the movemen

patterns and distribution of these fishfs==

throughout their range.

“ Jewfish populationswere heavily exploit-g £

ed in the recent past,” wrote Felicia Cole-
man, Program Director of the Institute for|
Fishery Resource Ecology. “ Thisexploita-
tionledtodwindlingnumbersof fishandthe
enactment of strict regulations by state and
federal management agencies. Jewfish seem
to be making aresurgence, at least locally,
thanks to restrictions on harvest.”

If you seeajewfish, call theFloridaMarine

Research Institute Tagging Hotline at 800/

367-4461 or write The Institute for Fishery

Resource Ecology, Department of Biologi-

cal Science, Florida State University Talla-

hassee, FL 32306-1100. Please providethe

following information:

* your name, address, phone number, and
email address

« thefish’slocation, depth, and date seen

* thefish’s estimated total length

* the tag number, bead pattern (if beaded
tag), and photo if possible

Remember, jewfishareprotected by law. Do
not attempt to harvest thefish or removethe
tags. Your help isgreatly appreciated.

Jewtish (Epinephelus itajara)

Jewfish arethelargest members of the seabassfamily. They can be aslarge as 700 poundsand
8feetlong. Whilethey aregenerally foundinshore, they areoccasi onally foundindeeper waters.

Volunteers Partner with Students
by Dr. Jon Hubertz, Science Officer, CMRT

he Charlotte Marine Research Team (CMRT) isanonprofit corporation of volunteers

who “partner with local educational organizations to provide opportunities for
students to learn about and contribute to the health of the Charlotte Harbor estuary.”
Towardthisend, CMRT isqualifying eight students, under the direction of Mike Jones of
the Port Charlotte Academy, to become scientific divers.

The Academy isan alternative high school program that focuses on at-risk students. The
studentshavelearned SCUBA divingwith Jim Joseph of Fantasea Scubaandtheprinciples
of scientific diving through classroom lectures and open water diveinstruction provided
by Alex Brylskeof Instructional Technologiesinc. Mr. Brylskeisarespected authority on
marineand underseatechnol ogy education and devel oped the scientific diver coursethat
certifiesall CMRT divers. The studentsare excited about their first divesto help monitor
three artificial reefs and seagrass beds in the Charlotte Harbor region.

For more information about CMRT, visit their web site at www.cmrtinc.org.

Citizensand Agencies Plan Public Participation Workshops in September
Charlotte Harbor Eco-Heritage Trails Master Plan

By Nancy Wagner, Charlotte County-Punta Gorda M etropolitan Planning Organization

hirty-five agencies, both public and pri

vate, areworking aspartnersto develop
andrecordideasfor paths, routes, and desti-
nation points that link neighborhoods to
cultural and historic resources, recreation,
parks, and nature preserves as part of the
Charlotte Harbor Eco-Heritage TrailsMas-
ter Plan. The plan will identify potential
multi-use path linkages of regional parks,
linear parks, and key purchases of environ-
mental sensitivelands. Charlotte County is
workingwiththeNational Park Service(NPS)
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance
(RTCA) program officetodevelop“closeto
home” recreation projects.

Charlotte County chosetodevel opaproject

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
call the M PO office at 941/639-4676 or
attend a public workshop.
Wednesday, September 6, 2000
2:00 pP.m.
Port Charlotte Beach Complex

consistent with the Tourist Development
Bureau’ stheme*“PureFlorida” todevelopa
system of non-motorized vehicletrails and
pathways, and expand the marketing aspect
to include land acquisition and “ eco-heri-
tage” destinations.

With input from several organizations, a
draft mission statement isbeing considered.
It reads: “ To create acounty-wide system of

Wednesday, September 13, 2000
6:00 P.m.
Tringali Recreation Center

trails, blueways, and greenwaysthat encour-
age responsible public recreational use, in
balancewithresource protection and educa-
tion. Thesystemwill enhancequality of life
andinstill an ethic of shared responsibility
for theenvironment and history of Charlotte
County.”

Throughout the two-year project, the NPS
RTCA programoffice, MPO staff, partnering
citizens, and representatives of other agen-
cies will work to reach as many people as
possibleto achieve county-wide consensus
concerning greenways and blueways plan-
ning in Charlotte County.
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Calendar of Events and Meetings

June

14 Charlotte Harbor NEP Technical
Advisory TMDL Subcommittee,
1:30, Sun Trust Bank, Arcadia,

941/995-1777 — This group will

meet approximately monthly.

14-15
Palm Beach, 561/682-2529
15 Southwest FloridaRegional

Planning Council, 9:30 North Fort

Myers, 941/656-7720

19 Caloosahatchee Riverwatch
Public Form, 6:30, Lee County
Commission Chambers, Fort
Myers, 941/995-1777

21 Charlotte Harbor NEP Technical
Advisory Committee, 1:30, K.D.

Revell Bldg., Wauchula, 941/995-

1777

21 Manasota Basin Board, Palmetto,

352/796-7211
23 Peace River Basin Board, 9:30,

SFWMD Governing Board, West

Polk County Hall

21-21 SWFWMD Governi ng Board,
Brooksville, 352/796-7211

July

5 Central FloridaRegional Planning

Council, 800/297-8041
{ Peace River/Manasota Regional
Water Supply Authority, 10:00,
Sarasota Commission Chambers
10 Estero Bay Agency on Bay
Management, 9:00, SWFRPC,

North Fort Myers, 941/995-1777
SFWMD Governing Board, West

12-13
Palm Beach, 561/682-2529

18 Charlotte Harbor NEP Citizens
Advisory Committee, tentative,
941/995-1777

Harbor Happenings

Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program

4980 Bayline Drive, 4th Floor
North Fort Myers, FL 33917-3909

20

25-26
August
f g

9-10

14

15

15

17

18

22-24

25

25-26

Southwest Florida Regional
Planning Council, 9:30 North Fort
Myers, 941/656-7720

SWFWMD Governing Board,
Brooksville, 352/796-7211

Peace River/Manasota Regional
Water Supply Authority, 10:00,
Charlotte County Admin Ctr, Port
Charlotte

SFWMD Governing Board, West
Palm Beach, 561/682-2529
Estero Bay Agency on Bay
Management, 9:00, SWFRPC,
North Fort Myers, 941/995-1777
Charlotte Harbor NEP Citizens
Advisory Committee, tentative,
941/995-1777

Deadlinefor Fall 2000 issue of
Harbor Happenings newsl etter!
FOCUS Water in the watershed:
whereit comesfrom, whereit
goes, how it is used, who controls
it.

Southwest Florida Regional
Planning Council, 9:30, North
Fort Myers, 941/656-7720

Peace River Basin Board,
SWFWMD Bartow Service Office,
9:30

Seagrass Management: It’ sNot
Just Nutrients, Holiday Inn
Sunspree Resort in St. Petersburg,
727/893-2765

Myakka River Management
Coordination Committee, TBD
SWFWMD Governing Board,
Brooksville, 352/796-7211
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News items, photographs, and letters are
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This publication is funded by the Florida
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the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) Award No.
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or any of its subagencies. The mention of
trade names or commercial products does
not in any way constitute an endorsement
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