Arequgh &-me|
natrib.com

i3, U6 ] et
(8907587 1
BT pEBTRD

n,

W BTEE

SunDay, JULYLZ, 1998

Pagelof 1

THE TAMPA TRIBUN

reer, Lourism council
considers artificial
reef for ecotourists

- From Paga 1l

West Cilrus, especially the
apvings around Crystal River, s
widely known 25 2 pood place for
scuba divers and snorkelers 1o
watch manabees in wincer, Tour

iz Tofals dame up with the peef
ide,  elp summertime busi-
nEss.

The county lurned to Saraso
La'e Reef Ball Development Group
for ideas,

The company, founded by
Tedd Barber, has worked on 250
pradels worldwidae, Barber and
tourism types proposed & 100-by-
Mikyard reef, five to seven miles
into the Gulf of Mexicn, beiween
Homosassa angd Crystal Fiver, It
weordd st in ¥ feet of water &t Jow
tide and rise 2%5 Lo 314 feet off the
bottom,

- Barbar says his rects have
varying designs: This one proba
bly will use a serles of 25 to 30
concrete slabs, &hy-Sfeet, with
four large balls and 2 series of
smaller ones partislly embedded
in the slabs.

. "Each slab will weigh 5 or 6
foos,” he adds, J

They probably weuld be built
and moved to the site by Reef In-
aovations, an Orlando contractor
for the group, Bacber savs.

™ halls are made of hallew,
o concrete, Their size, num-
et o hales and welght vary de-
pending on the project, The heles
pive the marine life their entriasg
end exits. Bigger balls with bigges

http://www.artificialreefs.org/Articles/Article%20Scans/tampatribune uly121998.gif

hokes also et snorkelers inside, A
roagh exterior lets things 1ike cor
il grab on.

The county €xpects Lo spend
S20,000 or so en the préject.

Barber says he got the ideg af-
ter returning fo the Cayman ls-
lands. ;

“Iweent thers when [ was 15
and into underwater photography.
When [ went back vears later 2 °
burricane had wiped ot the coral
reafe. T wanted to fing something
that wouldn't be affected by
lstormm surgee)

In some cases, recf balls are
anchorsd. In Citrus Couniy's ease
they won't be beczuse of the
sandy battom and underlying
limestone. Instead their waight
will keep them in place in the
strongest surge, Barber says.

The ety seeds a Depart-
ment of Envirenmental Proleetion
permit before it can lock in the
reef's details. That could be issued

a5 s000 a% @ map showing the new

lpcation is submitted, savs Bob
Stetler, a DEP administrator,

*Their first choloe wasn't suit.
able,” he adds *10 was real shal-
loor with & lot of gezprass and
highequality coral formatiens the
reed balls would have beery in con-
flict witls,™

With lugk, Lyens sava, the veef

balls could be in place by Ogtober,

For more information abaut
el lalls, visil Barber's Web site:
PR e, o
¥ Jim Tunsiall writecs about Frorida.
Reach him at [352) 6285658,
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Cil‘;]:us. Couilt_v of ﬁci;_jls' :éﬂﬁsider
bun{dmg an artificial reef to attract
marine life and boost tourism.

By JIM TUNSTALL
of The Tampn Tribuns

+ HOMOBASSA = They ook [ike gi-

anl mushredm caps with holes,

* But wfizh, caral and ofher sea &

critters, they're an entire city,
Concrete “reefl balls™ have
been uzetl t0 build artificial habi-
lals a8 near (o us ag Sarasoly and
& far away as Malaysia, If an sqp.
tourism group has its way, they

soon will create 4 marine metreps.

lis off west Citnis County, ,
Thiz one, however, would be 2
1ad different from typical reafs,
I¥'s myeant far snorkelers who
are hunting memories and nothe
ing more, :
What lives there, stays thers,

Line and spearfshermen won't he o |

walcome.

“The idea s to lock, then
leave," says Sam Lyons, ecotour
iam cernmittes chairman for the
county's ourist development
council, 1

“We can't duplicate places like i

Key Larga," home of John Penne-
kamp State Fark. “But we can de-
velop something closer-toheme
on & smaller scale. Water clarity

[im the Gulé, near shore] is very

good under mest conditions. And -

the reef should aftraet grouper,
« Bnapper, pargy, rock bass znd &
“Eelish, as well as scallops, ston:
€rabs, starlish and brain corsl”

500 See REEF, Page 5
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