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Sunday’, March 12 1995 .

‘Reef Balls’ could boost
fishing off Dixie County

By KAREN YOYLES
Ceim meaff weilor

ROBES CITY on Dixie County’s leaders are gatling
c ready to give net fishermen a small financlal hoost

waehile iroprouling recreational fishing off the coastling.

(et Jishermmen will be danl of the busipess Julv L when a

Sanstitglanal han on'net fishing rakes effect, The counly
COBTHESON and sthonl board arte propesing o hirg e
netters to help expand an exisling adifical real. Cammiz-
sioners hawe already weled @ spend some money on the
project, 2nd schodd board members are scheduled 1o vote
oe the mater within 7 week,

The e is o mned hal bround shapes aut of concrete and

itk themr ke e Gull of Mexico on a 22aare site 10 miles

soulhewest of Horseshae Beach, Dixie County péegeived
permlesion frorm the US. Acmy Corpe of Engineers buo
years ago 1o begin building the arafciat ceel.

In 1883, using @ S25.000 stalc grand, ine county sank
lirnerorl, heayy riclal and some concreta inte 30 piles —
each pile weighing dbout 40 s — and covering thres
quartersaf amacre. said Savid Ostecn, a woluoniesr working
an Lhe praject.

Figh are altracted to underwaker s1Miciures, GELeen 5aid,
and ‘whak we Panled was @ piace wies shing pmde:
knaty thal theee wilk be fish The profect was paid for with

http://www.artificial reefs.org/Articles/Article%20Scans/GainesvilleSunMarch121995pagel....

“What we wanted was a
nlace where fishing guides
kow that there will be fig

DAY D OSTEEN, PAOJECT Y{LUNTEER

ETant caney [rom Lhe slode s salewaler-fishing Beenge b,

Holly Houghlon, Diie Collys agrenllersl exiension
apenl, said Lhat In addition ta aitracling anglers and
perhaps divers, the couny eventually may ba able o use
the artificis] reel o1 aquaculiure pducalion,

Barber's brainstorm

To further develon the reel, Osteen and Haughtan called
e Todd Bacher, founder of Feaf Ball Devekn nent Groug.

‘Lid, of Doraville, G Barber bogan coosidering how 1n

puite artificlal reefs 1o replace A reef he [rsi saw 859 teon
On & family vacation o 1he Caymon istands in the 708 W
saw a reef that inlrigued hirn bul whed he winl back o
1932, i had biegn destroyed by Huericane Gilhert

That's what inzpired bhim 10 develon and construct o
somelimes-btuoyan! and inexpensive attincial resl
Seg REEF en Fape 18,
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