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REEF BALL MONITORING DIVES

By Todd Barber, President & CEQ,
Reaf Ball Development Groug, Lid.

O Movember 12th, two Reef Ball menttoring dives were
made with state acificial reel coordinators and  various
government officials who are members of the Gulf and Atlantic
States Marine Fishery Commussion, The greup loaded up ona
dive boat donated by Scoba Cuest and headed south o the
M-17 Feel Ball reef located about 9 mules out from Venice
Pass. The captain anchored us just south of the patch of 200+
TReef Balls.

First in the water were the “Fish Counters™, (folks from
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Division
of Marine Fisheries, Bureau of Marine Fisheries Management)
armed with slates and pencils o decument the fish on the Reef
Balls, Next, was mysell and others with video cameras
followed by the rest of the group.

Upon descent, 1 saw [ive groupers lined up in the sind,
curicus about the human visitors to the Reel Balls. It was a
SLre sign 1i|¢ RQ:EF ﬁﬂ]!s WETE |:|I;'::'|.||;:-:f'. ,-"n.hl.]l.ll l.wn,",l‘ll:}- ;-_x,Wl!"l kl.i_:]q,s
and soon the Reef Balls appeared.

The first Reet Ball shocked even me, the growih was so
famtastic, [ stwck my camers insids 1o get an image of o 12 mch
long Jewfish. This was the smallest Tewfish 1 had ever seen,
perhaps evidence that they are reproducing since the protected
status was given to them several years ago.

As we approached the central area of Reef Balls, thousands
of fish beran to appear . . . groupers, snappers, amberacks,
hogfigh, filefish and even ropicals such as Blue Angels, Grey
Angels and Bean Gregones,  The fish counters were indeed
sy this morning!

The prowth was the real shocker sull! These Eeef Balls
were anly 3 years old, yet every single Reef Ball harbored lots
of hard corals, 14 kinds of tmcates (small 2ea creatures with
saclike bodies enclosed in a leathery membrans with an
opeming thiowgh whicl the water enters and leaves the
pharvnx; a sea squirt is one example) and they sported oculing
corals - some over 2 feet tall!

Jan Culberson of the Texas Artificial Reef Program
confirmed thar, indeed, her Texas Reef Balls were covered in
oouling, ton,  Seems oculina corals really love Reef Balls!
{This was important o me because [ know efforts are being
made o recover important oculing spawning grounds in B00
freet of water on Florida's East Const which were destroyed by
trawling and fishing.)

Out of the comer of my eve, 1 noticed 2 70 pound Jewfish
hiding in the sand. 1 filmed the Jewfish as he entered a Beef
Ball and staved despite my camera being only 4 inches from
higMer mouth. Sl o smaller Jewfish, it was nice to sea how
mich they like the Reef Balls,

Later on the boat, Larry Beggs of Reef Innovations reporisd
plaving with o beautiful sea furtle m a Reef Ball  Others
reported seeing beautiful purple and yellow nudibranchs
(shelless snals) and starfish of varous types. Bill Figley of the

Mew Jersey DMR commented that le was impressed that after
3 years there was no “Subsidence.”

MOTE: Subsidence is a term Artificial Reef managers wse to
denote when material sinks into the sand or mud of the hottom
It was a mijor concern because back in the 1980°s and carly
s, some artificial reefs were designed with no bottoms te ey
tor sive costs for shipping by stacking, such as the plastic Van
Drorin Dromes, concrete Grouper Gettos™ (pyramids) and the
similarly copied Fish Havens ™{pyramids). These materials
were prone o subsidence since they did not have bottoms,
Subsidence can occur with any material when proper surveys
are not conducted. Feet Balls can be enginecred with larger
flat botmoms when needed for 2ofter sands or mud bottoms

Next we headed north to M-4, Reef Balls and concrete
culvert about & miles west of Mew Pass i Sarasola. We
posttiones the boat over the “Petey Palmer Reef” - 23 Reef
Balls with the cremated remains of Carlton “Petey™ Palmer -
and shpped mto the water.,

We ended up between “Petey™ and the concrete culvens,
We started on the culverts and saw several snappers and some
angelfish. Then we camne to the Reef Balls; it was hard to make
ihem out ai first because the menhaden or porgy fish were
schooling in the shape of Eeef Balls so thick all [ could see was
figh.

As we approached, the Eeef Balls emerped where the
schools split to give us a view. Below were hundreds of fish,
especially the Movnders, prospers, lzandfish, snappers, Spanish
mackerel, king mackerel and a & foot barracuda apparently
interested in eating the schoaling haitfish.

Once again the growth was fantastc . . . it looked so moch
better than the eulverts that T could feel my chest swell witk
pride. The culverts had been down for 10 years, and these Reef
Balls only one, but the Reef Balls actually had better growth!

When we found the main group of Beef Balls, the story was
the same and again 1 was proud. 1 followed 3 huge JTewfish,
ote of thern almost 6 feet long, as they went back and fornh
betwesn the Reel Balls and the culverts obviously claiming all
of the reef as their own, &

I notived some expenmental Feef Balls with concrete
powred inside with secondary domes and noted thar the
smallest of fish seemed o like this wea . . ] made notes 1o pass
along to future builders of Beef Balls.

Monitering helps managers, seiennists and designers alike w
build better and better Keef Balls. These reports are valuable
aids in shaping the fumre of our world's aquatic hakitats!

Tampa Bay Watch purchased & Rect Ball molds
Tast month for & sea wall program in Tampa,

Source: Reef Ball Updare
The Reef Ball webgite can be accersed at:
wn reefboll pom
The Reef Ball Coalition address is:
wn regfballcoalitionorg
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