v hlay

10 Pelical Freds &1, LHHS

[s it a mark

50 wha's the comedian? We've ol onle
onZarzsota Bay, and a pretty good one too

A week ago Sunday night, as far as any
one ein figure out, somebody who is
prabeily ag frustrated 52 the local puides
al the slow start of the farpon season, had
st fiinm, A4S yow Can see rom he piclure,
the umbemoeen party lasieed a trpon mount
to the marker at the Pop Jantzen reel in
the hay,

That's a pretty peod spet b find tarpon
focally. Mostof them jurnp about that high
too. But this ome had obviowsly been caught
hefore,

Nlike Solum, of the county's Naturl Re
sources Department, spotted the joke
Monday while repairing a nearby marker
apdd lsok the picture, By the way, Mike's
the same guy who was recently named
County }'mr'lr,}ec of the Montl, an honor
he richly deaseves

Anglers copec 11|3.r shasaldl be thamlchsl for
aquality guw ke Solum. He's spearh eaded
the el peef program and worked closely
with grewps fike the Sarzseta Sportishing
Anglers Club building and mantaining e
cal fishing recfs and evén mbveduced

use of reefhalls hereahouss,
BEACH WALKING

[ you've been domg any Beach walk
[ately. marveling at the crystal clear water
righit movar i BorE peald and Dy, wouve probe
ablynoficed a coupleof things, Firstis that
plivers and terns are busy nesting on lo-
ol Deaches,

Mlost the nesting areas are marked by
signs, but keep an eye oub anywiy, and
please don't strall into the nesting areas,
The ne-sts=, egrrs and hatchlings are almgs
inwvisible in ihe sand = for good reazonzob-
vipualy — and are certinly destroved ifyou
walk on them.

Sire, terns especially williry to drive you
away from the nesling areas should you
wander tog cloge, Bul il's amazing how
inany folks let their dogs and children “go
play with the bieds™ anyway. The lives of
these critters are difficult enough as we

humans destroy moere and more of their babi
s sllasn wealid th e Fromn @ slichsnes
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Sarasota Waters

TURTLE NEST-
ING BEGINS

The Orst logeerhead
mertle mest of the season
has appeared on Siesta
ke, this one &t G000
Midnight FPase Rd.
lerris Foote, head of Mote®s Sea Turtle
ofram says there was alse 4 falze crawl
that's when a tortle comes ashere, leoks
around and decides for some reason oot

ot of the frst nesl,

Wheknows, it might have bees the same
turtle deciding on the second site.

Anyway, there are about 10 pests already
on Casey Key, threeon Manasotz and one
o Langboat. We can expect 2 Iot more in
coming weeks,

Apgain, please don't disturb nesting
tur tles, their eges or the hatchling = should
ol cmie Upen them. 85a federal offense,
n case you necd samething hosidez g
moral reason.

By the way, T understand the county’s
new lighting ordinance desipned to protedt
turtle hatchlings is being complied with,
by and large. Thank you beach dwellers.

"LIVERS" ON THE BEACH

Lagtly, if )-'m:".'c been beach wELkEng -
cently you've probably notired the sea
hatres washing ashore, Theyre W fat some
folks call “livers on the beach” because
they look and feel 2 lot like the liver of
something. Soft, squishy and when you
pick them up, they offen release & purple
dye leaving 2 stain on your hands.

But re nol livers, they're harmless
s hares, 2nd @ closs relalive of the snatls
most of ug love with saclic Buttas, I e,
they acually look a lot like 3 big snail i
you pick one up and unfeld #s “wing=z" If
Jou rin your ﬁmaez‘ down dle back youll

e thats th o remr e e

16 lay her epes there — about 1 vards s
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af i residual shell

Curicuz ereatures, N've long picked them
up and pitched them back into the Guif,
Only to watch them slowly swim ashore
arain. Sa lasked Debra Ingracal Mote why
they do that “To die,” she said simply.

Smaoth sea hares, the ones washing up
0w, Jive about a year, and after maturing,
mating and Jaying theireges, they die. Sea
hares of one Lype or another sccur world-
wite in tropical and subtropical seas.

Eecausze of one charpeteriztic— they have
VT Ia:ge nerve cellz — theyre comumer-
clally raised and there have been many
studies of their physiology. Those sud-
ieg are directly selated te understanding
the function of the hwman nervous sytem.

Frricir bo o ng: tos Maote, Ingraosrrew sea
hares ot the University of Miami Aplysia
Reconros Facility where they raiss and ship
mare thian 25,000 ol the creature = for medi-
<al reserrch every year, In Gase vou're in-
terested. a mature gea hare with 2 pedigree
from the University of Miami is available
far 520, I chechkad the price st

By the way, 2 trip on the Internet 1o
learn more about the critters leads 1o
shmie strange places. Lended up on a web
page nemed “The Slug Forum” and read-
ingra newsletter called “Slime Lines™ pro-
duced at the U of M. And it was interest.
ing oo,

The Inter net being te [nternet, te nel
most inferesting sea hare site wasa news.
letter called “Western Fisheries.” Thal's
produced by the Western Auetralian Mu-
seum and gives a fairly graphic descrip-
tion of the sea hare's sex hle. It seems
they have 2 propensity to form “deisy
chains.” of 2 dozen or more individuals
during mating. Yes, "daisy chains,” was
exatthy the term the Western Austrailian
Museum weed,

And here we theughl they were some
Reineald oof Liver e e Beach, Tesn't heln Butwon-
der how they'd taste with parlic Butler.

FISHING REPORT
Blee whales, broak trout and Pnc[ﬁc'

salmon. (M, there's the list of what you
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