
Reefs provide a memorial underwater : Tarad Club http://www.taradclub.com/2007/10/13/reefs-provide-a-memorial-...

1 of 4 10/14/2007 6:15 AM

Tarad Club
Home

Recents articles

Beyond Tupperware: Millions of home-based businesses flourish in U.S.
Local businesses will watch kids while you get things done
Couple sets out to create safe haven for Guatemalan orphans
Relax; wireless routers won’t harm your health
Metro League | Hale celebrates Sound crown
1.5 million square feet, one big mystery tenant
The e-mail’s the thing: Give theater advice
Woman charged in fatal I-5 wreck

Categories

Action
Adventure
Animation
Biography
Comedy
Crime
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Film-Noir
History
Horror
Music
Musical
Mystery
Romance
Sci-Fi
Short
Sport
Thriller
Uncategorized
War
Western

Links

Fresh Poulp
GCT Bahrain
Iaq Pubs
RedV



Reefs provide a memorial underwater : Tarad Club http://www.taradclub.com/2007/10/13/reefs-provide-a-memorial-...

2 of 4 10/14/2007 6:15 AM

Sticker Shock Music
Tarad Club
Thought Riot

Archives

October 2007
September 2007
January 2007
January 2006
January 2005
January 2004
January 2003
January 2002
January 2001
January 2000
January 1999
January 1998
January 1997
January 1996
January 1995
January 1994
January 1993
January 1992
January 1991
January 1990
January 1989
January 1988
January 1987
January 1986
January 1985
January 1984
January 1983
January 1982
January 1981
January 1980
January 1979
January 1978
January 1977
January 1976
January 1975
January 1974
January 1973
January 1972
January 1971
January 1970
January 1969
January 1968
January 1967
January 1965
January 1964
January 1963
January 1962



Reefs provide a memorial underwater : Tarad Club http://www.taradclub.com/2007/10/13/reefs-provide-a-memorial-...

3 of 4 10/14/2007 6:15 AM

January 1961
January 1958
January 1957
January 1956
January 1954
January 1953
January 1952
January 1950
January 1942
January 1941
January 1939

Reefs provide a memorial underwater

In life, Lou Tafuri loved to fish in the waters off the New Jersey coast. In death, he sleeps with the fishes. His
family couldn’t be happier.

Tafuri, who died in 2005, was cremated after donating his body to science. Shortly before the ashes were returned
to his daughter Susan, she learned of a program that could provide her father with an eternal resting place 
better-suited to him than an urn.

Today his remains are part of a concrete ball that makes up an artificial reef seven miles southeast of Great Egg 
Inlet, where fish roam, plants grow and anglers fish.

Soon his daughter will be able to visit him: She plans to take scuba-diving lessons.

“You’re in the ocean, you’re back to nature, you’re not clogging up land,” said Susan Tafuri, whose father, a
Navy veteran, had full military honors at the viewing of the reef ball the day before it was deployed. “The
majority of people I know never go to the cemetery.”

Memorial reefs are part of the emerging movement in the U.S. toward simpler, less costly, more environmentally 
friendly burials.

Eventually, Susan Tafuri’s father will have company in his underwater setting.

“I’m going to have one,” she said, “and I’m going to put them all in with me, my three dogs and the ashes of
another.”
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