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'‘Green' Burials Try To Preserve Cycle of Life

Final Resting Spots Honor Dead, Earth

By Elizabeth Birge
Religion News Service
Saturday, September 29, 2007; Page B09

Inlife, Lou Tafuri loved to fish in the waters off the New Jersey coast. In degth, he

deegps with the fishes. Hisfamily couldn't be happier.

Tafuri, who died in 2005, was cremated after donating his body to science. Shortly
before the ashes were returned to his daughter Susan Tafuri, she learned of a program
that could provide her father with an eternd resting place better-suited to him than an

urn.

Today, hisremains are part of aconcrete ball that
helps make up an artificia reef seven miles southeest
of Greet Egg Inlet, where fish gather, plants grow and
anglersfish.

Soon his daughter will be ableto visit him: She plans
to take diving lessons.

"Y ou're in the ocean; you're back to nature; you're
not clogging up land,” said Susan Tafuri, whose
father, aNavy veteran, had full military honors at the
viewing of the reef bal the day before it was
deployed. "The mgjority of people | know never go
to the cemetery.”

Memorid reefs are part of an emerging movement in
the United States toward smpler, less costly, more
environmentaly friendly burids. The god isto return
individuas to the earth with aslittle trace or
intervention as possible while preserving green space.

Cadlled naturd burid or green burid, the practice is
generdly defined as onein which the body isn't
embalmed, is placed in a biodegradable coffin and
then set in agrave without a concrete liner.

Cremation, while not a perfect form of natura buria because of the energy required to

TOOLBOX
[0 Resize
Text Save/Share

+
Lk Print This E-mail
This

COMMENT &

washingtonpost.com readers
have posted 1 comment about
this item.

View All Comments »

POST A COMMENT
You must be logged in to leave
a comment. Log in | Register

Post

# Discussion Policy

complete the process and the dioxin and mercury released into the air, is accepted in
this category because the remains leave little or no "footprint.”

The savings can be significant. The average cost of atraditiona funerd is $6,000,

according to the Federd Trade Commission.

The cost of agreen burid islessthan athird of thet, and even lower if it involves

cremation and scattering the ashes.

JOBS “ CARS “ REAL ESTATE “ RENTALS “ CLASSIFIEDS‘

@ ﬁwashingtonpost.com ‘ Web: Results by GQLJSIQ" | Search Archives

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS
Invest with Fidelity Total Retirement
Advantage

Be Prepared. Fight Identity Theft!
Equifax.com.

Asbestos, Celebrex, Mesothelioma, Lung
Cancer, Evra

T-Shirts, Custom Hats, Custom
Koozies, Wedding Favors

Circuit City PC setup & home theater
installation

T-Mobile, Verizon Wireless, Cingular/AT&T
Phones

Banish the Aches and Pains That Come
with Aging

Earn 4.30% APY at ING DIRECT. No Fees
and No Minimums.

These practices are familiar to those of certain religious faiths whose traditions and laws
cdl for buria as soon as possible after degth, with no embaming. While they may be
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environmentally sound, centuries of faith dictate the arrangements, not concerns for
open space or amore smplified way of deding with deeth.

Thefirst green cemetery opened in 1998 in South Cardlina. Since then, a handful have
fallowed, including onesin Cdifornia, Horida, Texas, New Y ork and Washington

state.
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